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SHALL THE EXAMINING AND LICENSING OF 
TEACHERS SET A MODEL IN PEDAGOGY? 

He is best equipped for life who has formed a habit of most 
efficiently organizing his resources (the known) in the solution 
of life's problems. Therefore the great aim of our school system 
should be the formation, in the pupil, of the habit of using the 
known effectively in the acquisition of the unknown. To accom- 
plish this fundamental aim, teachers should be licensed and em- 
ployed who possess, in a strong degree, this power to organize 
the subject-matter. But only such boards of instruction as pos- 
sess this organizing power are capable of preparing the questions 
and examining the manuscripts which will test this power in the 
applicant for a certificate. 

An examination of sample questions prepared by state, city, 
and county boards of examiners reveals the fact that a very 
small percentage of the questions test this organizing power; 
nor are a large percentage of the examining boards specially 
fitted to discover this power if displayed by a teacher in his 
manuscript. Even though the questions were pedagogically 
framed and the examiners of manuscripts thoroughly equipped, 
time is wanting in the ordinary examination sufficiently to test 
the power of a teacher to organize the subject-matter of instruc- 
tion. Then, the things requisite to this reform are a board 
possessing the ability to prepare the questions and examine the 
manuscripts ,and more time both for the examination and the 
grading of the manuscripts. The requisite of sufficient time is 
met in the summer normal institute found in most of the states. 
While the boards of instructors in these summer normals are 
not all that could be desired, they are, as a rule, much stronger 
than the board for the examination and licensing of teachers. 

The proposed reform would consist of the preparation of 
thoroughly pedagogical questions by a state board, the strength- 
ening of the board of instructors in summer normals, and the 
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intrusting of the issuing of certificates in the common branches 
to these boards of instructors. The issuing of certificates in the 
higher branches should be intrusted to boards of instructors in 
a few district institutes located at educational centers throughout 
the state. These boards of instructors, both in the common and 
the higher branches, would have ample opportunity of supple- 
menting their written examinations by occasional tests and oral 
recitations; also of estimating the personality of the applicant. 
In this way the teaching power of the applicant could be much 
more accurately measured than by the present written examina- 
tion. One serious objection to the present method of licensing 
teachers is that ii is difficult to convince the people that the 
inexperienced applicant in the possession of a certificate needs 
pedagogic training before entering the schoolroom as a regular 
teacher. This is not strange when the certificate certifies that 
the applicant is prepared to teach. 

The following are examples of some questions that test the 
ability of the applicant to organize subject-matter for instruction : 
By a series of questions and answers, develop a beginning lesson 
on square measure, interest, stocks ; on the reason for the location 
of the strategic points during the French and Indian wars; on 
the attempt to open up the Mississippi River during the Civil 
War ; on the relation of the Omnibus Bill to the Missouri Com- 
promise; on New Orleans as a cotton center; on the rainfall 
east of the Andes ; on the commerce of the Great Lakes ; on the 
industrial steps intervening between the raw cotton and the fin- 
ished garment. Or again, the applicant may be required to outline 
a lesson, or make a written assignment of a lesson in such way 
as to stimulate the pupil to his best efforts; or to take any 
statement in geography, history, or other branch and show its 
concrete contents by tracing relations. 

Shall we fully utilize the great schools of education? 

I lay it down as fundamental that the great schools of edu- 
cation, such as the College of Education in connection with the 
Chicago University and Teachers College in connection with 
Columbia University should be fully utilized. To this end, it is 
necessary, not only that they be filled with students, but that 
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they be filled with students who can carry back to their con- 
stituency the educational reforms inculcated, and become leaders 
in their respective communities. My plan is for counties, state 
senatorial districts, or congressional districts, or county, district, 
or state associations, to send representatives to these great schools 
of education. Representatives might be sent by county normal 
institutes, by a city, or by men of wealth. These representatives 
might be sent on condition that they donate a certain amount of 
instruction in the normal institute on their return. Where a 
representative could not be sent for the entire course, or for a 
year, he might be sent for the summer. The schools of education 
would probably be willing to meet this movement by the granting 
of a limited number of free scholarships on properly guarded 
conditions. The above thoughts have been suggested to me 
from observing the miscellaneous attendance during the summer 
upon some of these schools of education. 

L. E. Wolfe. 

San Antonio, Tex. 



